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BAITING LION AND 
LEOPARD
Useful tips
Unless you live in a country where it is easy to track, like in Botswana, and 
have the best Bushman trackers, it is very difficult to track lion and almost 
impossible to track leopard, unless they have been wounded and there is 
plenty of blood.

A photo of a blind used for a successful leopard hunt. There were no lions in the area, so the author hung it so that the 
leopard could stand on its hind legs to reach it.

John Coleman

The best way of bagging a leopard or a lion, is 
by setting up baits and blinds.  However, unless 
done properly, you are not likely to get big, adult 
animals coming in during daylight, if at all.

FINDING THE RIGHT SPOT TO 
BAIT LEOPARD
It is no use dumping a bait just anywhere out in the open 
or in a high, exposed tree.  The cat won’t come in at all, 
or only late at night.  First, you must locate an area where 
there are signs of leopards, and make sure there are big 

males around by checking spoor and by finding “scratching 
trees” where leopard go regularly.  If you can’t find a 
scratching tree, then just locate a nice, bushy dry river-bed 
or patch of thick bush where there are leopard tracks to 
be found, or they are likely to go.  If you can find a recent 
kill up in a tree, that is ideal.  

Tip: leopard males generally urinate on bushes to mark 
their territory.  If you smell a strong scent like a rat's nest, 
that is where the animal has urinated and you can place 
bait near there.  Otherwise, choose a fairly big tree that 
is not too difficult to climb and tie the bait, either on the 
chosen branch where the leopard should stand, or hang it 
from a branch above that so that the cat can stand and eat 
easily.  Just hang it so that vultures can’t get at it.  Not too 
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Both leopards were shot on baits, just before dark.  By the time the cats settled on the bait, it was almost dark, making 
it necessary to use a flash light.

high up, but out of reach of other predators if those are in 
the area.  The main rule is that the tree must be in quite 
thick bush or bushy stream bed so that the leopard won't 
be afraid to come in before dark. 

If you shoot bait, make sure that the animal is a 
favourite in the leopard’s diet. For example, where there 
are plenty of impala, use an impala, where there are 
plenty of warthog, use that.  Forget about using a big 
baboon, because unless the leopard is very hungry and 
game is scarce, it won’t touch a baboon.  A leg of zebra is 
also okay.  Leopards seem to prefer their meat fairly fresh.  
The main reason they eat rotten meat is that they do not 
have a very good sense of smell and often don’t find the 
meat until it smells strong.

When you shoot the bait, don’t skin it unless you need 
the trophy and don’t gut it until you get to the bait spot. 
Take out the guts, drag the contents around near the base 
of the tree and hang the guts in the tree. Not too close 
or too high, but lower than the main bait, so that there 
is a smell blowing about.  You can also rub a little blood 
and offal on the tree trunk.  Don’t drag guts more than 
about 100 m from the tree for leopard and not more than 
about 1 km for lion as it usually attracts too many hyenas.  
Leopard and lion get bored if the drag is too far, unless 
they are very hungry.  Tie the bait to a good branch at a 
height of about three and a half metres. It can be lower 
if there are not many lions around, but the meat must be 
out of reach of hyenas.

Place your blind, about thirty to forty paces from 
the bait.  It must be at a cross-wind or down-wind from 
the bait, away from the approach path of the leopard, 
preferably on a rise and a bit above the level of the bait 
and where you can clear a shooting path to the bait.  

I normally put the blind on the ground. A machan 
or platform can be made up in a tree, but it creates a 
lot of disturbance.  Use a saw and secateurs for clearing 
the sight path if you have them. An axe makes too much 
noise.  All you need to see is the space around the bait and 
branch.  You don’t need to clear a highway.  You can use 
bushes to make the blind or you can use some camouflage 
material.  Put a branch for resting the rifle at the right 
height for sitting on a chair or on the ground and have two 
holes, one for the client and one for the PH, to see through 

and shoot.  Wrap a dull coloured towel or rag around the 
branch so that the rifle can rest on it.  Do this quietly! 
Only then you can blow on a small animal caller for a few 
minutes to attract the attention of leopard in the area.

 Once the blind is built, go back to camp and inspect 
the bait the next day.  Sometimes the leopard will feed 
right away, but it usually takes a couple of days before it 
starts feeding.  Once on the bait, you should preferably let 
it feed again before sitting up for it.  You must make sure 
there is enough meat. If it is nearly depleted, replenish it 
with similar meat, if possible.

The best time to go to the blind is round-about 3:30 to 
4 pm. Do so quietly and sit down.  Do not make any sound 
once in the blind – leopards have fantastic hearing!  If you 
take a tracker along, make sure he knows not to cough or 
makes other noises. Otherwise, leave him in the car.

When the leopard starts to approach, you may hear 
baboons, impala or bushbuck snorting and barking.  That 
means that the predator is approaching, so get ready. The 
client should take the safety off and be ready, but relaxed.

If this is done properly, you will normally be able to 
shoot the cat before dark.  When the leopard gets up to 
the bait, you can judge whether it is a female or a good 
male by looking for testicles at the base of the tail, the 
thick of its neck and heavy head and body.

Keep the client calm and don’t let him shoot if he is too 
excited or nervous. Don’t take too long. Before he shoots, 
indicate by hand where he should aim and place the shot. 
Do not speak if possible – a leopard can hear a whisper 
from 40 paces.  

It is a good idea to talk about and coach the client, 
showing him the vital points of aim prior to going into the 
blind.



BAITING LION
As with leopards, you must first find a spot where there 
are big lion spoor and regular movement of the animals. 
However, it is not necessary to put the bait in heavily 
bushed spots, as long as there is a good, concealed 
approach for the hunters along a dry river bed or bushy 
area.

As with leopards, lions have favourite animals that 
they prefer.  Where there is plenty of buffalo, that is the 
right bait. Where there is plenty of zebra, use that.  Also, 
lions like hippo and elephant meat: the bigger the bait 
the better. Lion will eat other big antelope too, including 
waterbuck.  Of course, if you can find a recent lion kill, that 
is an ideal place to build a blind because the lion is almost 
certain to return to the left-over meat.  In that case, just 
leave the carcass where it is and build a hide nearby.  You 
can tell if there is a big male present by its large spoor and 
long mane hairs on the meat.

When you have shot the bait, place it hanging, securely 
tied, from a big tree branch, with the lower part about 
two metres from the ground, so that the lion can get hold 
of it.  It doesn’t matter if hyenas can reach the bottom 
part as long as they cannot take too much meat.  In fact, 
the noise they make will attract lions in the area.  If you 
hang the whole animal, take out the guts first and drag 
it around with the vehicle, up to a distance of about a 
hundred metres on either side of the bait.  (You can drag 
up to 1km, but that normally attracts too many hyenas).  
Hang what is left near the carcass.  It doesn’t matter if you 
skin the bait – lions are not as cautious as leopards.  If the 
bait is on the ground, you can cover it with some leafy 
bushes and hang some strips of toilet paper above, to 
keep off vultures.  It is normally not necessary to remove 
the branches and paper before waiting in the blind, unless 
the lions are particularly nervous.  Do not cover bait when 
hanging in a tree – just hang it so that vultures have no 
branch near where they can sit and feed.

Once done, build a short wall or three-sided hide of 
grass or bushes, on the ground just above head-height, 
across or down-wind, away from the anticipated approach 
path of the lion, about thirty to forty paces from the bait. 
Choose a spot that you can approach, unseen, when you 

are coming from the vehicle.  Make two holes at the right 
height for shooting and wrap a rag or dull coloured towel 
around a branch placed by the holes to rest the rifle on.

If you or the client are very nervous, you can build a 
machan in a tree, but this is not actually necessary if you 
do as I say.  With both leopard and lion, you can build the 
hide after the animal has actually fed, but I have found it 
more successful to build the blind first, particularly if you 
are dealing with a clever old male.  Sometimes the cat 
will lie up near the bait after it has fed and will hear the 
disturbance when building a hide.

Now, this is important:  You should have a mouth-
operated animal caller that sounds like a bleating impala 
or other medium-sized buck. Even a duck-call sounds okay 
if you blow it right.  Practice beforehand.

After you finish hanging the bait and building the 
hide, make some loud calls a few times (for about ten 
minutes in total) and then go back to camp.  If lions are 
anywhere near, they will hear the commotion and come to 
investigate.

You should put out more than one bait if possible and 
check the baits each morning by parking a good distance 
away and sneaking into the hide in case the lion is already 
there.  If a lion fed on the bait, but has left, you can go to 
the blind that same afternoon and again early the next 
morning.  Park the vehicle well away and quietly approach 
on foot to enter the hide.  If the lion does not come in 
before dark, just go back to camp and return very early 
the next morning.  The lion will likely be at the bait or 
near it in the early morning and at first light, you will see 
it.  Judge the age, sex and quality and, if okay allow the 
client to shoot.  Apply the same rules in the hide as with 
leopard. 

With both leopards and lions, you can quite often get 
another one or two from the same blind with other clients 
on later hunts.

On a game ranch where you are resident, you can put 
out meat regularly in a chosen baiting spot and leopards 
will get accustomed to feeding there. Then you will be 
able to get one without too much prior work when the 
client arrives.  However, it is usually more fun for the client 
to participate in baiting and preparation. 
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